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तनुध%नं च सहजो ब-धुपु/ारय3तथा ।

युवतीर-8धमा%:यकम%लाभ>ययाः @मात् ॥३७॥
tanurdhanaṁ ca sahajo bandhuputrārayastathā
yuvatīrandhradharmākhyakarmalābhavyayāḥ kramāt
The names of the 12 houses in their respective order are:
Tanu, Dhana, Sahaja, Bandhu, Putra, Ari,
Yuvatī, Randhra, Dharma, Karma, Lābha, and Vyaya.

In chapter seven of the Bṛhat Pārāśara Horā Śāstra, one of the most
important classical texts of Jyotiṣa, there is a lovely verse which gives us
important names for the twelve houses of the horoscope. The names are
excellent keys to understanding some prime meanings of these houses.
First of all, let’s understand what is meant by the “houses of the
horoscope.” In an astrological chart we have three very important
components which combine to form various patterns at the time and place
a chart is cast. These are the nine planets, the twelve zodiacal
constellations, and the twelve houses.
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Imagine a stage on which a performance is taking place. There is a
screen providing background scenery which morphs and changes over the
course of time. If the nine planets are akin to the actors on the stage, and
the constellations the background scenery, the houses would be the
spaces on the stage itself.
Simply put, the 360 degrees of space around the Earth through
which the Zodiacal Constellations and all the Planets appear to travel
when observed from a specific location is divided into twelve distinct
“zones.” The 1st house cusp is ‘anchored’ to the Eastern Horizon, and the
remaining houses follow in their order. This is visually represented quite
nicely by a diagram similar to a Western style wheel chart, with the Earth at
the center:
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For those familiar with Western Astrology, you will find a key
difference here is that the house cusps are depicted at the middle of the
houses, rather than denoting their beginning. Jyotiṣa makes use of various
house systems. The house cusps may not always be precisely at the
center of the houses (depending upon the system used), yet this gives a
good general idea for the sake of simplicity.1
From the illustration again note that the 1st house is the “space”
around the Eastern Horizon, the cusp of which is known as the Ascendant
Point. Then the houses go in order counter-clockwise around this diagram.
Note that the lower half of the wheel is shaded in to indicate the “invisible
half” of the chart. For example, these are the houses through which the
Sun passes at night - where it cannot be seen from ones location. The
upper half of the diagram is conversely the “visible half” that one can see.

1 The most common house system used in Jyotiṣa is actually a ‘whole sign house system’, for

more information on this readers are referred to the book Light On Life by Hart deFouw and
Robert Svoboda.
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Uncovering deeper meaning with Sanskrit…
Now that we have an understanding of the mechanics and lay out of
it all, let’s understand the significance of these houses. A good starting
point for this is to examine the Sanskrit word for “astrological house” Bhāva. The word Bhāva actually comes from the Sanskrit root Bhū which
means “becoming” or “being.” This implies much more than just the word
“house.” While a “house” is a static phenomena, a Bhāva is dynamic constantly changing and becoming something new. This is aptly
expressed by the saying attributed to the Greek philosopher Heraclitus “You could not step twice into the same river.”
Through time, the planets and stars appear to be constantly moving
through these spaces around the Earth.2 Thus there is a sense of flow,
change and the unceasing unfoldment of various cycles. Even when
looking at a birth chart, which is a snapshot of a crucial moment in time (the
moment a life began), the experiences indicated by the various bhāvas
unfold like a cosmic symphony in ever new ways according to the planetary
periods, transits, maturation ages of the various planets, etc.3

2 “Appear to be” because of course much of the movement we see is due to the Earth rotating

and moving through space as it orbits the Sun. Astrology is traditionally calculated from a
Geocentric perspective.
3 Furthermore, if we consider modern methods of locational astrology, we find that the planets

in a birth chart can rotate to diﬀerent houses in the relocated chart, which can help us to
understand the diﬀerent experiences an individual may tend to have in diﬀerent locations on
the Earth.
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“As in the microcosm, so in the macrocosm”…
These bhāvas represent any and all of the various experiences and
areas of life which exist in our world. Through their analysis, we can gain in
self-understanding, in knowledge of our strengths and weaknesses; we can
gleam a wider and fuller perspective on life. The patterns created by the
planets, constellations and houses together in a birth chart can inform us
on themes such as health, finance, family relationship dynamics, career
and spirituality. When we understand the karma we “came in with” we are
empowered by that knowledge to align more harmoniously with the various
experiences we come to face in life. When we understand more clearly our
strengths and weaknesses, we can make use of our strengths in order to
overcome any weaknesses or challenges.
Thus, Jyotiṣa done properly is an immensely valuable tool in the
context of any type of counseling or advising. Among the three basic
components of a chart to be assessed, the 9 planets are no doubt very
important. Between the bhāvas and the constellations, however, in a
certain sense the disposition of the bhāvas in a chart is more important
than that of the constellations. This is because the patterns from the
perspective of the bhāvas are more specific to a particular moment in time.
The planets and constellations rotate clockwise through the “wheel
diagram” depicted above by one bhāva about every two hours, via what is
called daily motion. The disposition of the constellations based on the
proper motion of planets through the zodiac changes about every two and
a half days in the case of the Moon, while the other planets take a number
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of weeks, months or years to shift relative to this perspective. Additionally,
we can deduce that the bhāvas are more important than the constellations
in terms of their interpretive meanings due to more emphasis placed on
them in the classical texts.

Key Themes of the Bhāvas according to Parāśara…
A thorough understanding of the various meanings of the twelve
bhāvas is essential to understand Jyotiṣa well. Each bhāva has many
meanings. However, in the verse given above the Sage Parāśara skillfully
provided one word for each, implying that these meanings are some of
their most important and primary indications. Let’s take a look at these one
by one:
Tanu is the body. It can also mean person, self, form or
manifestation. The 1st bhāva is without a doubt the most important bhāva
of the horoscope and is indicative of health, strength, and ones’ personality
type or nature in general.
Dhana means “money.” The 2nd bhāva has to do with the capacity to
meet ones’ financial needs. It specifically relates more to self-earned
money, as opposed to money that is bestowed or gifted, which would be
indicated by the 11th bhāva.
Sahaja is “siblings.” From the 3rd bhāva we can deduce the wellbeing and nature of ones’ siblings, as well as the relationship dynamics the
native of the chart may tend to have with them.
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Bandhu can be translated as friend, relative, or relation. The 4th
bhāva also relates to emotions, so this implies that the friends indicated
here would be friends with whom one has a strong emotional connection.4
In terms of relatives, the 4th house can represent our parents and
ancestors in general, and the mother more specifically.
Putra means “child”, and therefore the 5th bhāva indicates children.
The birth of a child being a creative act, the 5th also indicates creativity in
general.
Ari means “enemy”. The 6th house represents competitors, rivals, or
any type of enemy.
Yuvatī can be translated to mean “young woman.” Here it is meant to
imply wife and by extension spouse in general. Thus from the 7th bhāva
one can understand ones’ marital or relationship karma, as well as
something about the nature and well-being of their partner or spouse. Note
that the 7th house is opposite the 1st, which represents the chart native. So
it’s a reflection house of the 1st, representing “the other.”
Randhra can be translated as a cavity, hole, weak place, or
vulnerable and assailable point. The 8th bhāva is known to have the
potential for indicating the most difficult and uncomfortable experiences of
life. Some examples can include chronic illness, trauma and the like.
However, it is also considered a house of transformation, suggesting that
trying circumstances can provide a powerful impetus for personal growth.
The word Dharma has no perfect equivalent in english, but can be
translated to mean virtue, uprightness, goodness, or righteousness. Living
life according to the principles of dharma leads to wholeness and
4 From Light On Life by Hart deFouw and Robert Svoboda, pg. 135:

“Fourth-house friends are those friends who are like family.”
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fulfillment. So a strong 9th bhāva can indicate one who is naturally inclined
to embody these qualities. As an extension of the above meanings the 9th
bhāva also indicates religion or spiritual path - those disciples and forms of
knowledge which guide one towards a life of virtue.
Karma literally means “action.” Many of us today casually use the
word ‘karma’ to denote the results of past actions, whether favorable or
unfavorable. Technically, the term for that is “karma-phala” - the fruits of
actions. The chart as a whole is indicative of ones “karma-phala” in the
present birth. So what the 10th house indicates is actually one’s present
actions in the world. This often takes the form of career. Thus the 10th is
the primary house we look to in Jyotiṣa to understand career successes
and challenges, as well as which types of work one may be naturally
inclined to pursue.
Lābha denotes “gains.” It can also be translated as enjoying,
attaining, or making a profit. Thus along with the 2nd bhāva, the 11th is
important to examine with regard to financial matters. The 11th is also a
house of enjoyments, hopes, and dreams. When it is well-disposed, one
will tend to find their desires in life fulfilled. When it is obstructed, one may
have the opportunity to learn the valuable lesson of non-attachment.
Vyaya means “loss.” The 12th bhāva indicates any kind of
expenditure whether it be physical, emotional, or financial. Loss is not
always an undesirable experience. For example, charitable endeavors
would indicate a positive type of loss, and therefore the 12th house
includes non-profits and the like.
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In conclusion…
Understanding the twelve bhāvas is essential to understanding and
appreciating the purview of Jyotiṣa. Coming to know the bhāvas deeply and
thoroughly takes time and in-depth study. However deeply our studies go,
these one-word descriptive names which Parāśara has emphasized give
us key meanings of the bhāvas and an excellent place to begin.

Oṃ Śāntiḥ Śāntiḥ Śāntiḥ
Peace unto the three sources of karma!
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